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Thig international search report hag not been established in respect of certain ¢laims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L I:l Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2 D Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the intemational application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be cartied cut, specifically:

3 D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
See extra sheet.

L |:| As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2 As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3 I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees wete paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4 I:I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Comnsequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest |:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant*s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

I:I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation,

|:| Mo protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
Form PCT/ASA/210 (continmation of first sheet (2)) (July 2009)
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application No.
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Continuation ¢f Box No.ITI of continuation of first sheet (2)

Document 1, especially in paragraph [0052], discloses an endoscope
device for forming a side-view observation image and a direct-view
observation image, wherein a light-blocking film is formed on a ball
lens, when the ball lens is positioned in the visual field of the side-view
observation unit. Thus, the invention of claims 1, 5, 7, 9 and 14 is
not admitted to involve any novelty to and any special technical feature
over the inventicn disclosed in document 1.

Therefore, it is admitted that the claims contain the two inventions
(groups) which have the fcllowing special technical features.
Incidentally, the invention of claims 1, 5, 7, 9 and 14 having no special
technical feature is grouped into invention 1.

(Invention 1) Invention of claims 1, 5, 7, 9 and 14-20

An endoscope device, wherein the display of an object image in the
range where a projection member on a side-view visual field image is
positioned is mechanically shielded when an observation image 1is
displaved.

(Invention 2) Invention of claims 2-4, 6, 8 and 10-13

An endoscope device, wherein the display of an object image in the
range where a projection member on a side-view wvisual field image is
positioned is electrically shielded, when an cbservation image is
displayed, by a signal processing on an image portion of the range where
sald projection member is positioned.

Form PCTASA/210 (gxtra sheet)  Fuly 2009)
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